
Elementary Schools 

CALHOUN ACADEMY OF THE ARTS 

Calhoun Academy of the Arts opened its doors on August 6, 2005 as the first district-wide magnet 
school in Anderson School District Five. Teachers at Calhoun have received extensive training from 
the Peace Center in Greenville and visiting artists from the Kennedy Center. These artists offer our 
teachers a variety of training events to share practical and effective strategies for integrating drama, 
music, dance, visual arts, and creative writing into teaching all subjects.  

Arts integration is an approach to teaching in which students construct and demonstrate 
understanding through an art form. These arts-integrated strategies engage students in learning, 
helping them make deep and personal connections to events in history, concepts in math, characters 
in a story, and processes in science….truly extending into all areas of the curriculum.  

Strings instruction begins in second grade with beginning and advanced classes offered. Along with 
their academic classes, students participate in many activities including special groups such as 
Calhoun Chorus and Gator Gazette. Students are showcased in school and grade level 
performances, arts shows, and community concerts throughout the year.  

  

CENTERVILLE ACADEMY OF 21STCENTURY LEARNING 

Preparing our Students for the 21stCentury. We believe that students need to acquire a set of skills 
that will last for a lifetime. To be able to solve problems in our complex, fast-changing world, students 
must become active, creative thinkers who can work well with others. These competencies, known as 
21st-century skills, are summed up as the “4Cs” by the national organization, The Partnership for 21st 
Century Skills. They include the following: Collaboration: Students are able to work effectively with 
diverse groups and exercise flexibility in making compromises to achieve common goals, Creativity: 
Students are able to generate and improve on original ideas and also work creatively with others, 
Communication: Students are able to communicate effectively across multiple media and for various 
purposes, Critical thinking: Students are able to analyze, evaluate, and understand complex 
systems and apply strategies to solve problems. 

Centerville is accomplishing this tall order through exciting new approaches. Through project-based 
learning, students investigate real-world problems and design their own solutions.  Students use 
technology not just to access valuable content but also to create it. By working collaboratively, 
students will tackle big issues, in our community and the larger world. Through effective teamwork, 
we’re also honing important social skills, learning to respect diverse viewpoints and to resolve 
conflicts peacefully. Our intentional focus on 21stCentury Skills helps children build a solid foundation 
for future success. Early lessons in sharing and cooperation set the stage for effective 
teamwork.  Our youngest readers and writers begin to use their emerging literacy skills to 
communicate important ideas.  When children are encouraged to ask good questions and indulge 
their curiosity, they acquire inquiry skills that help them solve tomorrow’s challenges. Come join us at 
Centerville Academy of 21st Century Learning . . . where teaching and learning is Above and Beyond. 
  
  

 



CONCORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, AN INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
WORLD SCHOOL 

As an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School, Concord Elementary focuses on the 
development of the whole child as an inquirer, both in the classroom and in the world outside. The 
Primary Years Programme in the school encourages international-mindedness and a positive attitude 
to learning by engaging students in inquiries and developing their awareness of the process of 
learning so that they become lifelong learners. The school’s programme also reflects real life by 
encouraging learning beyond traditional subjects with meaningful, in-depth inquiries into real life 
issues. Character development is strongly emphasized through the Learner Profile which strongly 
develops the whole student physically, intellectually, emotionally, and ethically. The IB Primary Years 
Programme frames the learning activities of the school community and prepares students to be active 
participants in a lifelong journey of learning. The framework is flexible enough to incorporate the 
national and state requirements.  

NOTE: There is an additional component for all IB School applications. The 
school will contact all applicants directly, in March 2015. 

  

HOMELAND PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The primary education offered at Homeland Park Primary School fulfills the special needs of students 
during the first few years of their schooling life. It provides them the solid foundational building blocks 
of knowledge, academic excellence, and character that they will need to reach their full potential in 
life. Homeland Park Primary School is a special place full of laughter, learning and friendship where 
all children are happy, feel safe and are valued. In partnership with family and the community, the 
school works to develop confident learners who take ownership of their learning and are proud of 
their achievements. 

Homeland Park Primary School provides a creative and innovative curriculum tailored to the needs of 
our young learners. We challenge every child to become an independent thinker and to become a 
responsible citizen of the future. The school is committed to providing and maintaining up-to-date 
technology and resources in all classes, literacy intervention programs such as Reading Recovery 
and Response to Intervention (RTI) and small class sizes. Our highly qualified staff is certified 
specifically to meet to the needs of K- Grade 2 students and works enthusiastically together to 
achieve our vision. Homeland Park Primary School is the “Heart and Future of the Community”. 

  

MCLEES ACADEMY OF LEADERSHIP 

McLees Academy of Leadership’s theme is designed for everyone! Everyone has a gift and talent that 
can be used to positively influence others. McLees’ leadership theme is based off of Stephen Covey’s 
book, 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. The 7 Habits ground students in life long principles that 
help build and encourage cooperative relationships, responsibility, and kindness. Through the Habits, 
the students develop self-confidence and become aware of their strengths and unleash the potential 
to influence others. At McLees Academy of Leadership, we use a ubiquitous approach to curriculum. 
Our expectation is to create leaders who are well rounded in academics and interpersonal skills. The 
students are also responsible for setting goals and tracking their academic success in their data 
notebooks. The Habits promote an atmosphere of leadership, communication, respect, and time 



management. These Habits teach students key skills that are vital in becoming successful in today’s 
society. Leadership develops the WHOLE child – socially, emotionally, academically, and ethically.  

  

MIDWAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OF SCIENCE & ENGINEERING 

Midway Elementary School of Science and Engineering, a magnet school dedicated to STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) education, is defined by a tradition of academic 
excellence and innovation.  As the first school in the nation to implement the Project Lead the Way 
(PLTW) elementary engineering curriculum, Midway is providing a seamless transition to middle and 
high school engineering programs. Since its opening, Midway has received an Excellent school report 
card rating and the SC Palmetto Gold Incentive Award annually. Many Midway programs, such as 
Transition Classrooms, I-TEAM, ERI, and Gifted and Talented restructuring are now models for other 
schools and districts. 

Midway Elementary School of Science and Engineering is fast becoming a model professional 
learning community that reflects evolving 21st century knowledge and skills, technological 
competency, digital-age literacy, global connections, inventive thinking, and effective 
communication. Opportunities for students to use innovation, imagination, and inventiveness 
abound. Partnerships with Clemson University, Duke Energy, Tri-County Technical College support 
and guide the school’s efforts to create a learning community of problem solvers and critical 
thinkers. Academic programs such as Project Lead the Way, Children’s Engineering, Engineering by 
Design, and Engineering is Elementary are integrated into the core curriculum to teach students the 
skills necessary to compete in the 21st century.  A STEM after-school program and a LEGO summer 
camp expose students to computer programming and robotics. Coffee with the Principal sessions and 
Sensational Science Night involve parents in the learning process as they work with their children to 
solve problems and complete scientific investigations.    
  
  

NEVITT FOREST COMMUNITY SCHOOL OF INNOVATION  
  

Nevitt Forest Community School of Innovation is a diverse neighborhood school situated within a 
short distance from local businesses in downtown Anderson.  Nevitt Forest maintains high standards 
of instruction by hiring highly qualified teachers who are committed to providing effective instruction to 
meet the academic needs of students. The staff works collaboratively to establish a welcoming 
learning environment for students, parents, and community partners. 

Through a partnership with AnMed Health, Nevitt Forest provides on-site health care for students in 
the Health Connections Clinic.  The school is staffed with a full time registered nurse and the medical 
center provides additional support with a Nurse Practitioner. This allows the school to further support 
the health needs of all students thus decreasing the negative impact of health related issues on 
achievement and attendance. 

Nevitt Forest promotes a positive learning environment through the Positive Behavior Intervention 
and Support Program (PBIS).  The school community challenges the students, parents, faculty, and 
staff to think and perform at high levels of achievement and exhibit positive behavior and character 
traits.  Using the SOAR model, students are recognized for demonstrating these positive behavior 
expectations:  Stay safe, use On-task behaviors, Act responsibly, and Respect yourself and others.  



Expectations are displayed throughout the school and achievements of these behaviors are 
celebrated with school-wide celebrations each month. 

Students at Nevitt Forest are given many opportunities to extend their learning through after school 
programs such as the Running Club, Art Club, Step Team, Chorus, and the Good News Club.  In an 
effort to encourage continuing education in technology and communication, classrooms are supplied 
with state-of-the-art equipment, such as Smart Boards, laptops, sets of iPads and iPods, document 
cameras, LCD projectors, and more.  A technology coach provides technology instruction to both 
teachers and students by partnering with teachers in classrooms to enhance learning and providing 
technology instruction to all students in both Dell and MAC computer labs.    

  
  

NEW PROSPECT STEM ACADEMY (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math)  
  

New Prospect STEM Academy believes in educating students to be productive citizens academically 
and socially.  It is our goal to develop students as problem solvers, both independently and 
collaboratively, so that they all are positive contributors to society.  In an effort to prepare our students 
to compete in a global society, our teachers educate students through science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics in a literacy-rich environment.  Students are challenged to interact with 
their learning through innovative thinking and creativity.  In addition to learning the core subjects, 
STEM provides students the opportunity to close the achievement gap by demonstrating their 
understanding through project-based learning.  The heartbeat of our school is to offer the best 
learning opportunity for students in an engaging, positive, and exciting environment so that students 
can THRIVE! 
  

NORTH POINTE (School of Choice) 

North Pointe Elementary is a Kindergarten through 5th grade school that offers many opportunities for 
our students.  Our school is a “choice” school that is open for applications to attend based on 
convenience for your family or interests in our programming options.  Our school is a state of the art 
facility that offers access to 2 types of technology.  We house two PC labs and 2 iMAC labs along 
with iPads in each classroom.  Our 5th grade offers the district’s Bring Your Own Technology 
program to assist students in using their 21st Century skills to enhance learning.  Daily instruction is 
provided in all content areas including small group reading and math instruction on your child’s level 
of performance.  After school clubs and activities are offered including Chorus, Art Club, Volleyball 
and coming very soon our iPad ensemble.  Our goal is for each child and family to experience school 
and their academics in their own unique way! 

  

VARENNES ACADEMY OF COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY 

Varennes Academy of Communications and Technology is an Intermediate Title One School located 
in southwest Anderson, SC. We serve approximately 350 students in grades 3-5. Teachers at every 
grade level engage in weekly collaborative planning sessions to ensure consistent, creative delivery 
of standards-based curriculum infused with technology. The learning community at Varennes is 
committed to student success. Varennes has received numerous awards, including the Literacy Spot 
Award and Exemplary Writing award, for effective literacy and writing instruction. Integrating 
communications and technology into all aspects of learning and instruction is our focus.  Students are 
engaged in technology-rich lessons that encourage them to become innovative thinkers and prepare 



them to compete in the future job market. We provide numerous opportunities for students to fine-
tune their communication skills.  We believe that building a strong school-home network is vital to the 
success of our students. Through the tireless efforts of our students, teachers, parents, and 
community, Varennes is making great progress.  We believe by putting technology and effective 
communication in the hands of students, their future holds unlimited possibilities. 

  

WHITEHALL ELEMENTARY, A GLOBAL COMMUNICATION SCHOOL 

Whitehall, A Global Communication School is educating today’s children for tomorrow’s world. In the 
21st century it is important for students to be competitive in a global society. Whitehall develops 
global citizens by providing an intercultural education through language, technology for 
communication, and cultural awareness preparing students to move forward towards college and/or 
the competitive workplace.  The study of a second language during the elementary years helps 
promote global awareness and increase student achievement.  Learning a foreign language is found 
to be most effective when students are introduced to the language at an early age.  All Whitehall 
students receive Spanish instruction.  Whitehall students have access on a daily basis to the latest 
technology which provides opportunities for learning, communication, and collaboration between each 
other and others across the globe.  Regular opportunities for collaboration allow Whitehall students to 
learn how to communicate across physical, cultural, and socioeconomic boundaries and provides 
opportunities to build students’ understanding of an interconnected global society.  Whitehall students 
are learning to be independent learners, deepening their own thinking, processes, and practices, and 
developing behaviors, attitudes, and dispositions required for working in partnership with others.  All 
of which prepare Whitehall students to understand the importance of being life-long learners, 
intrinsically motivated to better understand the world. 

  

Middle Schools 

GLENVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL (School of Choice) 

Glenview Middle School is currently a school of choice as we move in the direction of selecting a 
theme that best propels us towards our common vision—aspiring to promote a positive school 
environment which facilitates the growth of our entire learning community. We are fortunate to have a 
state of the art facility housing the latest technology. Teachers and students are encouraged to utilize 
technology daily to enhance engagement in learning. We are currently the district’s only school-wide 
BYOT (Bring Your Own Technology) pilot site. Another school-wide initiative is AVID (Advancement 
Via Individual Determination) which offers students organizational and other strategies for educational 
success. Our faculty works diligently to provide the best possible instruction for our 
students. Teachers participate in an ongoing professional learning community where they collaborate 
about best practices and reflect on results to determine action plans for future improvement. In 
addition, Glenview offers a wide variety of related arts and sports programs which support the 
development of the whole child. Above all else, Glenview faculty members are caring adults who 
nurture young minds and hearts on a daily basis. We are SOARING with P-R-I-D-E - Potential, 
Reflection, Individuality, Determination, and Excellence.  

  



LAKESIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL OF INQUIRY AND INNOVATION 

Middle school students learn best through inquiry, collaboration, and problem-solving. Our young 
people hold the keys to the future, and it is our responsibility to prepare them to meet high-tech 
challenges – even before we know what those challenges are. All students deserve a high-quality 
education that will ensure success in an ever-changing world. They must begin with the ability to think 
so they can solve the problems of tomorrow. To meet these challenges, we believe it is essential to 
offer a quality curriculum based on standards that meets student needs both inside and outside of the 
classroom. Lakeside Middle School of Inquiry and Innovation’s vision is to prepare students to be 
problem solvers through a high-quality education which focuses on science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics so they will achieve success in the high-tech community of the new millennium. 

  

 

MCCANTS MIDDLE SCHOOL, AN INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE WORLD 
CANDIDATE SCHOOL 

The Middle Years Program (MYP) is one of three programs offered by the International 
Baccalaureate Organization. It is a program that helps students participate actively and responsibly in 
a changing and increasingly interrelated world. Learning how to learn and how to evaluate information 
critically is as important as learning facts. The IB MYP is guided by three fundamental concepts that 
underpin its development, both internationally and in individual schools. These concepts are guiding 
principles in designing the curriculum and school activities. 

At the heart of the IB program’s continuum of instruction is the Learner Profile. The IB program aims 
to help students develop as lifelong learners in the context of the Learner Profile. IB learners 
are: inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, principled, caring, risk-takers, open-minded, communicators, 
balanced, and reflective. The areas of interaction are at the core of the MYP. They recur throughout 
the entire MYP, through the eight subject groups, interdisciplinary teaching and projects, and whole 
school activities. The emphasis is on a conceptual framework with objectives that are oriented toward 
skills and the learning process. The IB MYP is challenging, authentic, engaging, and problem based. 
There is a strong emphasis on developing problem solving skills. Teachers serve as coaches and 
facilitators and create authentic performance based assessments. Teaching and learning is focused 
on building student judgment, teaching students to be critical thinkers, developing meaningful literacy 
skills, collaboration, and service. The MYP responds to student needs with more independence, more 
self-discipline, more responsibility, a challenging and relevant curriculum, reassurance, continuity, 
consistency, and support. 

The mission of McCants Middle School is to ensure academic excellence, promote an enduring 
passion for learning, and encourage global citizenship while celebrating the success of each 
individual learner. Excellence and high expectations remain our primary goal as we engage in 
continuous improvement in academic achievement. Our goal is to raise the academic achievement 
level of all our students through the philosophy of providing a "STUDENT CENTERED 
EDUCATION."  

NOTE: There is an additional component for all IB School 
applications. The school will contact all applicants directly, in 
March 2015.  



  
  

ROBERT ANDERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL (School of Choice) 

Robert Anderson’s mission is “to educate students through rigorous instruction in order  
to prepare them to be college and career ready.” 
 

We are fortunate to have a building that has only been open for 4 years, which provides 
our students with access to great technology. For example, each student at Robert 
Anderson is issued a Chromebook to help them develop 21st century skills, and prepare 
them to be college and career ready. Through our designation as a National AVID 
Demonstration Site, our faculty, staff, and students have been through rigorous visits 
from committees that have confirmed our commitment to high student achievement. 
Collaboration and use of best practices allow our teachers to provide lessons that give 
students many paths to mastering content. Our teachers have developed a course 
catalogue for academic enrichment that gives students an opportunity to choose 
classes that, while standards based, are also relevant to the students’ future plans for a 
career. Robotics, Oral Communications, Food and Fitness, and News Broadcasting are 
examples of the courses offered at Robert Anderson. 
 

Robert Anderson also provides students with a variety of opportunities in arts and 
athletics. Our students participate in regional art competitions, musical theater 
productions, and various Band and Choral events. Football, Volleyball, Basketball,  
and Cheerleading are also choices, and many of our students travel to Westside to  
participate in JV sports at our feeder high school.  Along with sports, our PE 
teachers provide a holistic approach to a healthy lifestyle. 
 

Robert Anderson Patriots receive the benefit of programs that encourage academic 
excellence. The developmental responsiveness of teachers assures that each student 
receives the individual care he/she needs. The social equity in our school allows all 
students access to superior instruction, and the collaborative organizational leadership 
style allows all voices to be heard. The result is students who are prepared for whatever 
future educational pathway they choose. 
 

  

SOUTHWOOD ACADEMY OF THE ARTS 

Southwood Academy of the Arts opened in August 2011 with approximately 120 sixth grade 
students. Serving the entire Anderson community as a pure magnet school (no attendance zones), 
Southwood Academy provides a rigorous academic experience while using the arts as a vehicle to 
success. The core curriculum for ELA, math, science and social studies is based on state and 
national standards, but is enhanced with learning opportunities integrating the arts. In addition, 
students are able to receive accelerated instruction in art, drama, band, chorus, orchestra, dance, 
and musical keyboarding and composition.  

During the 2012-2013 school year, a seventh grade with approximately 120 students was added, 
which will be followed by an eighth grade class this coming year. With such a small number of 



students, the faculty and staff are able to build a strong sense of community and self-worth. Students’ 
strengths and accomplishments are celebrated on a daily basis through school-wide morning 
meetings. Also, performances and exhibitions are scheduled throughout the year to spotlight the 
children’s talents.    

The arts engage students in ways that other subjects may not by encouraging creative risk-
taking. Through the arts, children can see themselves as creators who value their own ideas and 
respect the ideas of others. This gateway to learning helps them to understand that there is not 
always a right answer to a question and that there may be multiple ways to address a problem. The 
positive results are tangible, both in terms of arts content learning and in the ability to understand and 
communicate meaning across disciplines. At Southwood Academy of the Arts, students’ talents are 
nurtured as their potential is realized. 

  
 

HIGH Schools 

TL HANNA HIGH SCHOOL, AN INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE WORLD 
SCHOOL 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is a comprehensive, rigorous program of 
advanced studies that demands the best from highly-motivated students. The six subject core 
program offers an accelerated, advanced curriculum designed to ensure that students are well-
rounded, lifelong learners who are internationally-minded. Additionally, students extend their learning 
through critical reflection in the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) class, by participation in Creativity, 
Action, and Service (CAS), and by completion of an independent research project and essay (EE). IB 
students are often admitted to competitive colleges and universities, where they have the opportunity 
to earn college credits with their IB exam scores. Most importantly, IB students learn how to be 
successful students who excel in their university studies.  

NOTE: There is an additional component for all IB School 
applications. The school will contact all applicants directly in 
March, 2015. 

  

WESTSIDE HIGH SCHOOL, AN EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY 

Westside High School's Early College Academy (WECA) allows qualified students the opportunity to 
earn credit for college coursework while completing high school graduation requirements during 
grades 9-12. WECA students complete high school courses on an accelerated schedule during their 
freshman and sophomore years, enabling them to take both high school and college courses during 
their junior and senior years. Students fill out an application of interest and are then evaluated based 
on a personal interview, questionnaire answers, current grades, attendance, and discipline, and 
teacher recommendations. Students accepted into WECA typically exhibit maturity, determination, 
and responsibility in their demeanor and communication skills, as well as above-average grades and 
exemplary attendance. 

  



ANDERSON 5 CHARTER SCHOOL 

Anderson 5 Charter School provides students with a non-traditional educational setting to meet their 
individual needs in order to prepare them for post-secondary education, the work force or a career 
path. All courses are offered online with students attending school on a flexible schedule (morning, 
mid-day, or evening). We are partners with the Adult Education Center offering students the 
opportunity to earn a GED and the Anderson Five Career Campus offering students the opportunity to 
earn credits in career-technology pathways. "Any Time, Any Place, Any Path, Any Pace." 


